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I Oppsitior{o HB 198

t. The prop**enls of rhis Bill sftorr say, * This ehanges notbing" it simply csdifies
existing language From the dicfionary we find the definition of change: "The act,
pro€ess or result of changing, altering or modification". We also find the
definitiscr sfmsdificatian: *The change undergone by a word*, I'm sure that if we
had a legal dictionary wewould findthephrase forCSDIFICATION to be " the
act of changing, modifying or morphing the legai code".

2. It is myundershudingthar section 2 ofthe Bill ehangeg Mon@na 1aw and atows
eminent domain for the sole purpose of eeonomic gain ofcerain corporations.

3. The attaehd *rap shows an arffi ia Jeffrrson Counfy pr@€d to b impaeted by
MSTI. 8S%of fhe lise will be ss privare lands, and an #i&)nel portion will be
so close to tre boundary between public and private lands &al aeighbors will
cerbinly be impaeted,

4, At least three n€lv €nerg)r csrridors will be identified in Broadwater, Jefferson,
Madison, aad Baverhead Counties. The reason for this is apparently beeause of a
deal struck early on between MEIC and No*hwestern Enerry. They recognized
early an that it is etsiet to take on the citizens of the State than to take on
envirnnmental gmups.

5. If tIB 198 is auly designed to correct a situation caused by inadequacies of the
permitting prry don't steamroll the entire state with ftrndamental changes ta
eminent domain law. Simply cc$se MDEQ to do the job correctly in the first
-,I

Plaee'

I appreciate the *,p-porfirnity ts stcad in optrrosition to this Bill, ard I ho,pe yos will jsin
me. There are $q many reasons this is a bad Bill that it wquld take hqffis of in depth
discussion. There are or.dinary citizens from across the State, *sm Glendive to Lima,
from Thomson Falls to Alzada who express opposition much better xhan L But as most
ordinary citizens, tlrey find that a trip to Hebna at this time of year is difficult. I don't
prestttne to spek fcr them, but I hcpe you have heryd their vciees.

Thank you for hearing my oppositior.

Charles J. Wideman
10? Whitetail Road
Whitehall, Montana 59759

406-287-5408




